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Th e exhibition NOF (Hebrew for

landscape) was born following the
meeting of two painters and the dialogue that
they pursued. Eldar Farber and Gideon Rubin,
both Israeli born and both working mostly
outside of Israel, in Europe: Rubin in London and
Farber in Berlin and in Tel Aviv.
Landscape painting is central to Farber’s art while
for Gideon Rubin landscape painting has been
marginal but with time is becoming less so.
Gideon Rubin is the grandson of the painter
Reuven Rubin in whose former home, The Rubin
Museum, the exhibition is taking place. Reuven
Rubins’ landscape paintings are obviously part of
his grandson’s visual legacy.
Reuven Rubin painted the local sights with
great excitement, motivated by the notion of
having found a home, an environment that
one had better familiarize oneself with, explore
and document. Rubin’s landscapes, like those
of his peers, deliver on canvas impressions of
specific sites at a certain time, and therefore,
with time they can also be regarded as historical
documents.
The grandson strips his encounter with the
landscape from any identifiable signs of place
and time. He applies layers of paint onto the
canvas instantly, sometimes also erasing them,
as he does in his more familiar featureless figure
paintings. In his landscapes the smear-erase-blur
process is on the verge of abstraction and the
outcome is often generalized open landscape
moulds void of specific references.

Eldar Farber moves back and forth between
Israel and Europe, between the banks of the
Yarkon river and the German woods. The real,
actual landscape serves - in his own words - as
a “source of information”, as a foundation on top
of which he applies yet another layer expressing
impressions and a state of mind, an internal

dialogue in which he repeatedly examines what
he sees, while moving from the local Israeli
landscape to the landscapes of Germany.

It is noteworthy that both artists belong to a
generation for whom the land of Israel is a self-
evident place of birth. Their world of reference is
global and “home” is where they choose to live
and work. The notion of belonging, so crucial

to the generations of immigrants, is regarded

as a given, sometimes even a burden. From
their vantage point, each in his own particular
manner, the landscape is viewed as an aesthetic
challenge, “a source of information”, another
resource for “the invention of a place” in Farber’s
words, from which one can learn and explore.
The Landscape is not a tool with which to
assume a sense of identity or reinforce a sense
of rootedness. “Viewing the landscape” says
Gideon Rubin “purifies the tension between the
brushstroke and what it describes”. Moreover, the
movement of the brush on the canvas already
bears the memory of the place.

The landscapes in the exhibition are in strong
saturated green hues in the case of Farber’s
paintings along with bright landscapes in light
blue and grey in the case of Gideon Rubin.

Both paint on large canvases or on small ones,
without titles, signatures or dating. “Manipulation
of matter so as to tell and to describe,” says
Farber. Indeed, he takes the time to reflect,

add and thicken the green, while what seems
important to his friend is instant visibility, the
outcome of the urgent, energetic application of
paint onto the canvas. It seems however, that
both of them relate in their landscapes to colour,
form, and stain, as poetry does to words.

Edna Erde, Carmela Rubin
Sept. 2020
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Gideon Rubin

Born in Tel Aviv in 1973

Studied at the School of Visual Art in New York (B.F.A) 1996-1999
Studied at the Slade School of Art in London (M.F.A) 2000-2002
Lives and works in London since 2000

Eldar Farber

Born in Tel Aviv in 1970

Studied at The Art Student League of New York 1993-1997
at The Jerusalem Studio School 1997-1998

Lives and works in Tel Aviv and in Berlin
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