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"My idea of a better life. I would like the weather to be neither 

hot nor cold. There should always be a balmy breeze and once in 

a while a storm that makes people huddle on the ground. No 

more cars. All the houses should be red. The trees and bushes 

should be gold. I would know everything already, so I would not 

have to study. Everybody would live on islands. The cars along 

the street would always be open, so I could get in if I happened 

to be tired. I would never be tired any more. They wouldn't 

belong to anyone. I would always stay up at night and fall asleep 

wherever I happened to be. It would never rain. I would always 

have four friends, and all the people I don't know would 

disappear. Everything I don't know would disappear." 

 

 

 

Peter Handke. From: The Left-Handed Woman. Publisher: Farrar, Straus and 

Giroux, 1977 (Originally published in German, 1976). 
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